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pride in. her capacity to muddle through. India's indifference
to present misery in the hope of future reward has found
in the British attitude its direct antithesis. The triumph
of the worldly and experimental attitude of the British
has made Indians question and re-examine the trend and
basis of their own thought.

The social flexibility which is beginning to be evident
on all sides is one expression of a growing empirical outlook*
This was precisely what India lacked at the time of Europe's
advent. A rigid dogmatism had taken the place of easy
adaptation to changing circumstances. Adaptation is the
law of life and can be resisted only at peril of death. Loss
of adaptability means loss of the power to survive, Indian
society under the later Mughals was therefore threatened
with internal desiccation. The victory of Europe was only
an outward symbol of inner decay. The impact of European
modes shattered the old rigidity and compelled a revaluation
of the old standards. European ideals were very different
and could not yet be lightly dismissed in view of their
dazzling triumph. The clash of ideals engendered an attitude
of enquiry and criticism, though its objectives are yet
uncertain and indefinite.

Questions are the cutting edge of knowledge. Without
enquiry there can be no growth* Questions and enquiry
are therefore essentially the mark of youth. The restoration
of a critical spirit has thus meant a rejuvenation of India,
Rejuvenation has its attendant dangers. Adolescence tends
to deny everything it finds* It dreams of shaping the
world anew. It does not discriminate between what to
preserve and what to reject of its social heritage. Its criticism
is often directed at the externals while the fundamental
weaknesses remain untouched. Rejuvenation may exhibit
adolescent characteristics in an even more marked degree.

If the ferment in Indian life is not to degenerate into
mere anarchy, our problems must be approached in a spirit
of calm and searching analysis. Reason alone can build a